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Editorial

When our country was basking in the glory of having won the first battle
against CORONA, it came  back with more vigour, energy and
devastating force in the second wave. The world at large and our

country in particular are at a loss to understand at what rate the virus moves
and multiplies in how many incarnations and how it’s devastating impact can be
minimized. The kinds of demands it has made on our human resources, medical
facilities and  most importantly,  our networking and managerial skills as a nation
are unprecedented. In response to such multiplicity of demands, the country has
swung into action and has geared up to contain the spread of the deadly virus.
States have started declaring lockdown one after another to break the chain of infection and bring down the
daily incidence of positive cases. For the first time, business organizations and associations have volunteered
to close down their business operations after particular time bars to control the spread of the menace. Schools,
colleges and universities have been closed down again to keep the students away from the tentacles of infection.
More than 15 crore people have been vaccinated and the rest are in the pipeline.  Still lakhs of cases are being
reported and thousands of people succumb to it everyday, putting an indomitable challenge before our planners,
scientists and medical fraternity  but we are surely going to win this battle as we did last time.

In our university, the authorities under the leadership of our Honourable Vice Chancellor Prof Nageshwar Rao
and his able team of PVCs, Directors of Schools, Divisions and Centres,  everything was back on the track after
the first wave of the virus.  Term End Examinations were conducted through face to face mode and results
were declared. Just at this time, the second wave struck country which also had its aftereffects in the functioning
of the university as well. In the second wave of the deadly virus, our university has lost some sincere and
highly committed senior members of staff which has been a great setback to the authorities. In order to
ensure the safety and security of the university staff,  the staff of the university have been allowed to work
from home. Student support services are being provided online. Classes are being held online to help learners
remain  connected to their studies and learners have been allowed to  submit the assignment responses for
the next Term End Examinations through the Google Form to prevent their visit to the LSCs&  RC.  Webinars
and Online Counselling sessions are being organized by the Regional Centres and different schools/centres at
the headquarters to enlighten and motivate the faculty and students.

The country is going through a war-like critical situation and as responsible citizens, each one of us has a
responsibility to contribute to the best of our abilities, wear masks, maintain social distance and help the
needy in our immediate environment  to help the country face this challenge successfully and finally come out
victorious.

Stay Home, Stay Safe, Stay Healthy.

Happy reading!

Abhilash Nayak
Regional Director
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Qualities of a Successful Distance Learner

Distance learning, also called distance education, online learning is a form of education in
which the main elements include physical separation of teachers and students during
instruction and the use of various technologies to facilitate student-teacher and student-

student communication. Distance learning traditionally has focused on non-traditional students,
such as full-time workers, military personnel, and non-residents or individuals in remote regions
who are unable to attend classroom lectures. Distance education is made possible at a distance
by means of media which can cover long distances. The opposite of ‘distance education’ is
‘direct education’ or ‘face-to-face education’: a type of education that takes place with direct
contact between lecturers and students.

To ensure academic success a distance learner must possess the following qualities:
Motivation
A student should be self-motivated and  absolutely sure about the course they enrol themselves in. Even the working
professionals should have the motivation which is so high that it makes them open their laptop after coming back from
work to complete their daily studies online.

Patience
There are many problems that one can encounter during distance learning. There are problems that neither the student nor
the teacher can solve which are technological, problems. A distance learner is advised to have patience to sit through any
technological problem and resume studies once its solved.

Organised
Several students in distance learning are working individuals who manage work and studies simultaneously some even
have the responsibility of managing their family. For such students and for all students in general it is essential and
important to possess quality organising and management skills, so as to meet the deadline of assignment submissions.

Able Readers & Communicators
Online classes are reading intensive; students are expected to obtain information from their texts and from online materials
to apply to work assigned to them. Therefore, it is important that a distance learner be well versed in reading and writing
skills.

Basic Computer Skills
The computer is an integral part of the online learning.to ensure smooth learning through distance mode learners must
possess basic computer skills. These basic skills including proficiency in sending and receiving emails with attachments,
working knowledge of Ms Office ,efficiently communicating with fellow students in discussion threads, joining a link,
presenting your work etc.

Remember Netiquette
Successful online students exhibit respect for the classroom environment and remember their manners when communicating
to their fellow classmates and to their teachers. In an online classroom there are several things that the teacher cannot
control therefore it is essential that the students maintain decorum for a smooth and enriching learning experience.

A distance learner is expected to make maximum use of available resources around them like library, class materials and
learning support services.

Maintain structured study routines
Successful distance students identify appropriate times and locations for studying. After calculating the amount of required
study time, effective learners review their weekly activities and commit that time to their schedules. Study locations
should ideally be free from interruptions and distractions.
Distance education programs provide an alternative to traditional education models.  With the ever-increasing demands
and responsibilities at work and home, online courses offer access to higher education.  Students are able to work at their
own pace, while receiving a quality education.  With the proper support distance learning opens the door to many non-
traditional students, who otherwise would not have access to higher education. With keeping the aforementioned points
in mind distance learners can achieve academic success and utilise their potential.

Dr. Shalini
Assistant Regional Director
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Activities, Achievements and Initiatives of the University

Addressing Inaugural Session
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Contribution of Satyamurthy Martyrs to 1942 Freedom Movement
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Activities, Achievements and Initiatives of the Regional Centre
and Learner Support Centres

Organization of  Admission-cum-Awareness Drive
The awareness cum admission drive for January 2021
organised by Regional Centre Patna in collaboration with
Study Centre - 05167, S.K.R. College, Barbigha, Sheikhpura

on 3rd March, 2021 under the leadership of Dr. Shalini, ARD,
Dr. Nawal Prasad, Coordinator & Shri Binod Kumar, AE (DP).
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Conduct  and Monitoring of Term End Examinations, December 2020
The Regional Centre conducted & monitored the Term End
Examinations, December 2020 at 24 examinations, including
8  examination centres in Central and District Jails.  The

officers and the staff member were visited the examination
centres physically and online to monitor the smooth conduct
of  the examinations.
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Celebration of International Women's Day
The Regional Centre Patna celebrated International
Women's Day on 8th March 2021 in the premises of the
Regional Centre. All the staff members of Regional Centre
& Regional Evaluation Centre, Patna were present on the

occassion. The  chief guest Padma Shri Sudha Varghese
inaugurated the International Women's Day celebration and
special speech was delivered by Prof. Anjali Prasad, HOD
Deptt. of Economics, Patliputra University.
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Eye Check-Up Camp On Occasion of International Women's Day
Regional Centre organised a free eye check-up camp in
association with ASG Eye Hospital, Patna on the occasion of

International women's day on 8th March 2021 in the premises
of the Regional Centre.
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Conduct and Monitoring of Online Counselling Sessions
The Regional Centre took the leadership in conducting the
online academic counselling sessions for the learners of

Bihar and coordinated with the other Regional Centres to
accommodate maximum number of learners.
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Conduct  and Monitoring of Term End Practical Examination, December 2020
The Regional Centre conducted the Term End Practical
Examinations, December 2020 of MCA, BCA, CIT, CCITSK, BLIS,
BA (Psychology), MA (Psychology), PGDAST & PGDIS

programmes through online mode and BSC (old), CPLT &
PGDAC through face to face mode.
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Conduct  and Monitoring of Project Viva-voce for Term End Examination, December 2020

The Project Viva-voce for Term End Examination, December
2020 of MCA, BCA & MA(EDU) were conducted at Regional

Centre, Patna through face to face mode.
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Monitoring of Entrance Test of OPENMAT, OPENNET & BED Programme

The Regional Centre Patna conducted & monitored the
entrance test of OPENMAT, OPENNET & BED programme on

11th April 2021 (Sunday).
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Online Staff Meeting for Review of Student Support Services
An online staff meeting of Regional Centre and Regional
Evaluation Centre, Patna organised on 24.04.2021 (Saturday)
at 4 pm to review the status of online support services

provided to the learners and discuss the urgent measures
to be taken to continue the support services.
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By: Dr. Shalini, ARD

Career options after BCA

BCA is among the most popular graduation courses that students take after completing their school. To find
high paying jobs for BCA graduates is not an easy task unless one has chosen the right courses after BCA. One
has to take up post-graduation or professional certificate to have a
well-established career after BCA degree.

There are several career options available to students after
completing a graduate degree in BCA, but not all students are aware
of the different routes they can take to establish a successful career.
Let’s discuss the available career options after BCA that you might
consider for a stable job opportunity in the future. This article will
help the students to explore the best career option after BCA.

Below is a list of some best Career Options After BCA:

1. Get an MBA (Master of Business Administration)

One of the most popular career options after BCA is getting an
MBA degree. Master of Business Administration covers a variety
of topics related to management, organization, human resources,
finances, and other critical business areas. This field is different
from the tech sector, but it surely has its advantages.

Career Prospects

After doing an MBA, one can enter the management sector and apply for leadership roles in different companies.
MBA is the most popular course available for students and one of the best courses after BCA. A prominent
advantage of getting an MBA is the lucrative pay its job roles offer. Freshers with an MBA in India earn an
average salary of 7 lakh per annum, which is substantially higher than many other specializations.

Some of the highest-paying jobs in this field are  Investment Banker,  Business Consultant, Management
Consultant,  Marketing Manager  and  Project Manager.

How to Enter This Field

There are multiple methods of getting an MBA. You can apply to different management schools in the country,
including IIMs and private universities. To apply, you’ll have to sit in the Common Admission Test (CAT in
short), the entrance exam for management degrees. IGNOU also offers MBA Programme through Entrance
Test (OPENMAT). Details are as follows: -

Master of Business Administration (MBA)

Minimum Duration: 2 Years Maximum Duration: 4 Years
Course Fee: Rs. 42,000 Minimum Age: No bar

Career Corner
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Eligibility: The eligibility criteria for admission to MBA programme would be as per the AICTE norms viz.

1. Any graduate (Including Chartered Accountancy/Cost Accountancy/Company Secretaryship) with 50% marks
for general category/45% for reserved category as per government of India rules.

2. Student should ensure that his/her CGPA should meet the eligibility percentage requirement.
3. Clearance of OPENMAT entrance test conducted by IGNOU
4. No age bar

MBA Salary Range in India:
According to Pay Scale, the average salary of MBA graduates is 7.2 LPA in India

2. Become a Data Scientist
BCA student can enter the field of data science as well. It’s one of the fastest-growing sectors in the world with
a huge demand for professionals. Data science finds applications in many areas, including FMCG, technology,
marketing, and others.

Career Prospects

As we said, there’s a massive demand for data science professionals, especially in India. According to reports,
the need for data scientists has increased by 40% since January 2019. India also has the second-highest demand
in the world for data science professionals with more than 50,000 positions available which made this one of
the best courses after BCA. Data scientists primarily find applications in finance, technology, MNCs, and similar
organizations.

What You’ll Learn

To become a data scientist, you’ll have to learn Programming, Predictive Analysis, Data Visualization, Natural
Language Processing (NLP), Big Data, Machine Learning, and other related subjects. You’ll also have to learn
about different software tools and languages related to data science such as MS Excel, Tableau, Keras, and
many others. Data scientists use many tools and programs to perform their tasks faster and with more
efficiency.

How to Enter This Field

The best way to learn all of the skills we mentioned above is through a Data Science Course as it has a
structured curriculum with detailed study material to help you get a better learning experience. To enrolled in
this course, you don’t need to have coding experience and the data science course is also available in online
mode under many reputed Universities/ Institutions.

Data Scientists Salary Range in India

The average data scientist’s salary is Rs. 708,012. An entry-level data scientist can earn around Rs. 500,000
per annum with less than one year of experience.

                                                                                                  To be continued…
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Our Alumni, Our Pride

Ms. Anupam Kumari
Programme - MEC

I’m Anupam Kumari. I earned a Master Degree in Economics (MEC)
from IGNOU. IGNOU is one of the India's finest and reputed
University. It also has excellent research materials. IGNOU Regional
Centre and Study Centre have a very cooperative attitude towards
the students. This university had taught me a lot. I am currently
employed as an Assistant Professor at Fatima B.Ed. College. IGNOU's
Post Graduate experience was extremely beneficial to me in achieving

this goal.

Mr. Brotomy Chakraborty
Programme - MAPC

I’m Brotomy Chakraborty and I was enrolled in IGNOU under MAPC
(MA in Psychology), batch of 2017-2019. For me as a student it had
been a wonderful and knowledgeable experience. The faculties were
cooperative and available at all times. It is common perception that
students face problems in distance mode of education, however in
my opinion the study material provided by IGNOU was well written
and of high standard. Presently, I am running my own rehabilitation

center named Rehabzone situated in Katwa, Burdwan.

***********


