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Editorial
All round the year 2020, educational institutions round the world experimented with
innovative modes and methods of  instruction and assessment  to prevent the human
civilization from the debilitating effects of the CORONA pandemic.  In spite of the inherent
challenges, people across the world have fallen back on online and distance education to
keep the candle of education burning. In order to keep pace with the increasing dependence
on online education,  mothers have sold off their ear rings, fathers have sold the only pair of
bullocks they had and brothers and sisters have sold their belongings to support the education
of their wards and siblings. This struggle to keep the candle of education burning is indicative
of the determination and perseverance our people have to  come over any pandemic, whatever
could be its magnitude and direction. Thankfully, things are gradually coming back on the
tracks and governments are getting ready to open the floodgates for business, education and
entertainment, the threat from the new thread of CORONA notwithstanding.

Under the umbrella of the mentorship and guidance of our  Honourable Vice Chancellor Prof Nageshwar Rao, his dedicated
team of Pro Vice Chancellors, Director, Regional Services Division,   the University has successfully withstood the onslaught
of  COVID-19 and has emerged as a leader in the field of higher education.  Student support services have been given
utmost priority during this period. The online mode of instruction, adopted  to  ensure  the safety and security of the
learners and the academic fraternity during the initial months, has been continued for the July 2020 cycle. Deadlines for
the submission of the examination forms, assignments, projects and synopses have been extended time and again to
accommodate the needs of learners.  The National Centre for Innovations in Distance Education(NCIDE) has played a
significant role in identifying learners with innovative ideas by organizing competitions like Student Innovation Awards-
2020 and AapNnovate IGNOU-2020  and  honoring the winners with awards. This has  promoted and nurtured an environment
in the country. The student-friendly support services in the university  have encouraged  lakhs of learners to opt for IGNOU
in the July 2020 cycle. Now the University is gearing up for a historic moment,  visit of the Peer Team of National Assessment
and Accreditation Council(NAAC) .

Regional Centre, Patna  with its wonderful dedicated team has successfully handled the critical situation arising out of the
pandemic and have provided uninterrupted student support services. The Innovation Club of the  Regional Centre, under
IGNOU Institution’s Innovation Council(IIC)  has been active in promoting innovation and entrepreneurship among the
learners and faculty in the region.  The Regional Centre has organized  two Panel Discussions on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship and Orientation Session on National Educational Policy(with focus on Innovation and Entrepreneurship).
The Panelists included academicians and experts in the field of education, innovation and entrepreneurship.  These
initiatives of the Regional Centre have been highly appreciated by the learners and academic fraternity in the region.

Let us take a pledge today to forget the worries, sorrows and negative feelings that  we had to encounter in 2020, forgive
the people who hurt us willfully  and welcome the  New year 2021,  full of amicability, happiness,  peace,  promise and
prosperity.

Happy New Year 2021!

Abhilash Nayak
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Activities, Achievements and Initiatives of the University

Celebration of the 35th Foundation Day of the University

Prof. Nageshwar Rao, VC, IGNOU in his presidential
address at the Foundation Day of the university
wished everyone on this momentous day and said that

it is because of the vision and great efforts of founders of

the university that IGNOU today is the largest higher
education institution in the world and we need to keep up
the momentum of carrying this great institution to even
greater heights.

He specifically mentioned the efforts made during the
pandemic time by the university in providing students
support services through social media channels and the
Gyandarshan TV channel and Ganvani FM Radio channels of
the university in reaching the learners with constant
academic support.

He also inaugurated the Solar Power Plant which has been
commissioned by HFM Roof Too Solar Private Limited, in
collaborating with the Ministry of New and Renewable

Energy (MNRE), Indraprastha Power Generation Company
Limited (IPGCL) and Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
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Affairs & Parliamentary Affairs, Govt. of India in his address
talked about the New Education Policy in which he said lays
stress on the holistic development of a person and not only
knowledge acquisition, character building and other aspects
are also important.

He also lauded IGNOU for using Technology Mediated and
online platforms for providing learners with continuous
support in terms of academic and other services during the
times of lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Management Centre (EEREM), Govt. of NCT Delhi
Undertaking and thank the MNRE, IPGCL, EEREM and the
Project Developers who have supported us in this initiative.

Chief Guest of the 35th Foundation Day of the university,
Shri V. Muraleedharan, Union Minister of State for External

Referring to the online initiatives of the university to
provide academic programmes to learners through online
mode, he urged it to be made available it through e-
VidyaBharti platform of the Ministry of External Affairs for

benefiting not only the Indian Diaspora but foreign nationals
as well.
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Celebration of the 70th Constitution Day

The University celebrated the 70 th Constitution
Day (Sambidhan Diwas)  on 26th November 2020. On
this occasion, Prof Nageshwar Rao, Honourable Vice

Chancellor read out the Preamble of the Constitution of
India, along with the Honourable PVCs and officials of the

university.  There was  an one hour live and interactive
discussion on “Seventy Years of Journey of Constitution of
India” on the Gyan Darshan channel by Prof K Elumulai,
Director and Dr Anand Gupta, School of Law, IGNOU, New
Delhi.
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Cambridge University Felicitates Sh Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank Ji,
Honourable Minsiter of Education, Government of India
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Visit of Delegation from Government of Guyana
28 November to 2nd December 2020

A  delegation consisting of Dr Jacob Opadeyi and Mr
O’Neill Greaves from Guyana visited IGNOU head
quarters. The delegation interacted with Prof Nageswahar

Rao, Honourable Vice Chancellor, Honourable Pro Vice Chancel-
lors, Directors of Schools of Studies and visited various divisions
and centres in the University like the Library and  Documentation
Division and Electronic Media Production Centre(EMPC). Prof Debal
Singh Roy made a presentation on the functioning of the University
and Prof Uma Kanjilal, Director, Centre for Online Education made

a presentation on the online education and ICT enabled academic
support extended to the learners like  Gyandarshan Channel,
Gyanvani/Gyandhara radio channels and SWAYAM courses offered
by IGNOU faculty.  Subsequently all the  Schools of Studies made
their presnetations before the delegation and the delegation inter-
acted with the members of faculty and staff of all the schools,
divisions and centres. A Memorandum of Collaboration(MOC) was
signed by both the universities for offering programmes which are
permitted by the Gazettes of ODL and Online regulations.
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities

On the occasion of International Day of Persons with
Disabilities, IGNOU’s National Centre for Disability
Studies (NCDS) organized a sensitization lecture on

accessibility for persons with disabilities through Google Meet.
The lecture was delivered by Ms. Anjlee Agarwal, Co-founder and
Executive Director, Samarthyam India. The programme was
presided over by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor.

Dr. S.K. Mishra, Dy. Director, NCDS, welcomed the chief guest
and IGNOU’s Vice Chancellor, Prof. Nageshwar Rao and other
distinguished guest for their time and participation in this
sensitization programme.  Giving details about the UN Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Dr. Mishra elaborated
that the latest Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act (2016) has
been aligned with UNCRPD. Elaborating further he explained that
the Government of India replaced the Persons with Disabilities
Act, 1995 (PwD Act, 1995) with the Rights of PWD Act, 2016 (RPwD
Act, 2016), he also informed the participants about the various
laws for PWD’s in the country.

Introducing the programme and giving introduction of the invited
expert, Dr. Hemlata, Director, NCDS, talked about the need for
sensitization about the special needs of the PwDs by everyone.
She also highlighted the initiatives taken by the university for the
persons with disabilities and the helpline number set up for PwDs
during the COVID lockdown to facilitate the smooth academic
support to the learners with disabilities. She also pointed out that
our endeavour is to provide an accessible environment to every
learner with disability at the Regional Centre and Learner Support
Centre level.

Prof. Rajendra Prasad Das, Pro-Vice Chancellor, IGNOU in his
address talked about the facilities that university provides to the
learners with disabilities which he informed are more than 15000
in numbers.

Ms. Anjlee Agarwal, Co-founder and Executive Director,
Samarthyam in her address stressed on the need to educate every
person with disability. She spoke on this year’s theme “Building
Back Better: toward a disability-inclusive, accessible and
sustainable post COVID-19 World” in her presentation. She talked
about the need to have “Universal Design” if any new infrastructure
is being built by institutions including IGNOU for accessibility for
all including PwDs for true equity and inclusion in the society. She
covered universal design aspects for ramps, toilets, stairs, signages
etc., in her extensive presentation. She highlighted how even a
small incremental changes can help the place of work or study
become universally accessible.

Prof. Nageshwar Rao, V ice Chancellor, IGNOU while
complimenting NCS for the initiative said that the session has been
very informative for all of us. He further mentioned that as an
institution having 3 million plus learners across the globe, we would
like to follow Universal Design providing accessibility to everyone
including PwDs so that all could pursue higher education with
dignity and smoothly. He also requested NCDS to circulate the
guidelines to all the Schools and RCs sensitizing them on this.

Dr. S.K. Mishra, Dy. Director, NCDS anchored the programme and
proposed the voe of thanks at the end of the session.
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Meeting of the VCs of SAARC  Member States

A meeting of the Vice Chancellors of the universi
ties of the member states of the SAARC was held
from 9th to 10th December 2020. Prof Nageswar Rao,

Honourable Vice Chancellor, IGNOU delivered a talk on
the State of Open and Distance Learning Mode of Higher
Education.
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Meeting between the Minister for Education, India and Minister of Education, UAE
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IGNOU Students and Faculty Invited to participate in the PMO
Endorsed IIT Bombay Mapathon
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Celebration of Birth Anniversary  of Mathematician
Srinivasa Ramanujan

S rinivasa Ramanujan’s birth anniversary on 22 nd

December is celebrated as National Mathematics Day
to honour the achievements of the legendary

mathematician. School of Sciences, Discipline of
Mathematic, IGNOU organized a webinar title “Life and Work
of Srinivasa Ramanujan” through Google Meet to

commemorate the 133rd Birth Anniversary and remember
the mathematician. The programme was shown through the
Facebook page of IGNOU and Gyandhara channel (http:/
www.ignouonline.ac.in/gyandhara/) of the university.

Prof. V. Krishnakumar, Kerala School of Mathematics,
Kozhikode was the Chief guest. The webinar was chaired by

Prof. Nageshwar Rao, Vice-Chancellor IGNOU. Chief Guest
Prof. V. Krishnakumar, Kerala School of Mathematics,
Kozhikode said that he was a prodigy. His work has been a
source of inspiration for many who are still working on the
research papers written by him.

Prof. Nageshwar Rao, VC, IGNOU in his presidential address
said that math is a subject which is an enabler or a
supplement to all other subjects and is so vast and it is very
fascinating to explore the mathematic models applied in
different fields. He urged the school to make available the
insights shared by Prof. V. Krishnakumar to every IGNOU
learners. He also thanked the chief guest for his thoughts
on the great mathematician and for sharing the paper written
by Prof. Bala Gangdaharan, Mathematician and a Scientist.
He also complemented SOS for organizing the webinar.
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IGNOU Awards  its Innovator Students

NCIDE organized the innovation award function on
December 12, 2020, IGNOU in virtual mode for
awarding the innovator students with the Student

Innovation Awards-2020 and AppNnovate IGNOU-2020
Awards. The award were given away by Prof. Nageshwar

Rao, Vice Chancellor, IGNOU. He congratulated the winners
and appreciated the innovative work done by IGNOU
students. The programme was attended by the Pro-Vice
Chancellors, Directors of Schools/Centres/Divisions, the
Regional Directors of various Regional Centres, IIC members
and the winner students.

At the outset, Dr. Oum Prakash Sharma, Director, NCIDE
welcomed the winners and participants in the Innovation
Award function organized by the NCIDE. He informed that
the students Innovation Awards are given every year aimed
at promoting the culture of innovations in the University.
He mentioned that like previous year this year also entries
were invited by the NCIDE from IGNOU students for the
Student Innovation Award-2020. After evaluation by a

Committee of Experts, six best entries were selected for
the Student Innovation Award-2020 and four entries for
applinovete IGNOU-2020 Award. Further, he said that
besides availing the innovators, IGNOU plans to handheld
such innovators by way of providing various kinds of support
to them in taking their innovations to the next level and
commercialization of their innovations.

With the permission of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Dr. Sujata
Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE announced the names of
the winners one by one and invited them to receive the
awards. The first Award was given to Ms. Shubhajit
Bhattacharya, a student of Bachelor Degree (BA) Programme
of IGNOU for designing an developing an innovative Two-
wheeler for people with Disabilit who don’t both hands.

The second award was given to Ms. Shrutee Bepari, a student
of Master of Arts (Political Science) programme of IGNOU
for her innovation named Farmer Friendly Solar based
Fencer and Sprinkler which can be used for protecting the
crops from stray animals.

The third award was given jointly to Mr. Yugal Kishore, a
student of the Post Graduate Diploma in Rural Development
(PGDRD) programme and Mr. Milindshekhar Chandrashekhar
Gupta a student of the Master of Arts (Psychology)
Programme of IGNOU. Mr. Yugal Kishore has developed an
innovation devide name Multi-Utility Contractless Dy-
Disintecting System for COVID-19 while Mr. Miilindshekhar
Chandrashekhar Gupta has developed an innovative material
New Innovative and independent materials.

The winners have been awarded with cash prizes of Rs.
10,000, Rs. 7,000, Rs. 2500 and Rs. 2500 respectively along
with Trophy and Certificates.
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In addition to this, two consolation awards were also given
to encourage the innovators. Dr. Alok Sagar Gautam a student
of Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability Science (PGDSS)
Programme of IGNOU for developing Multidirectiona Rotary
Disinfector and Dr. Humeera Mulin a student of Post
Graduate Diploma in Hospital and Health Management
(PGDHHM) Programme of IGNOU for her innovative process
ORO-COV19: The Mysterious Cavity for identifying the Covid-
19 infected people. Both he innovations are very important
and useful in the present Covid-19 pandemic situation.

Winners of the students innovation awards gave brief
presentation and demonstration of their innovations
highlighting the need of the innovation, its innovative
features, its utility and future scalability. The members of
the evaluation committee including Prof. M.K. Salooja, Dr.
D.K. Pandey, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Dr. Moumita Das and Dr. O.P.
Sharma also gave their view and suggestions.

On this occasion Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. Nageshwar
Rao also launched an online portal IGNOU Udyami dedicated
to the innovator and entrepreneur students and alumni of
IGNOU.

Dr. O.P. Sharma highlighted the need and importance of the
portal describing its objectives. He said that the IGNOU
Udyami is An Online Portal to Support and Promote
Innovation and Entrepreneurship among IGNOU students
as AN INITIATIVE TOWARDS ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT. He said
that the objectives of IGNOU UDYAMI include to identify
the established and budding innovator and entrepreneur
students of IGNOU, and to provide them right kind of
guidance, proper training and other academic support to
convert their ideas into a successful enterprise as a
contributing towards the Atmanirbhar Bharat mission.

Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE gave a live
demonstration of the portal and took a tour of the important
components of the portal and highlighted their functioning.
She said that it is very easy to navigate through the portal by
anybody.

While addressing the participants, Prof. Satyakam, Prof-Vice
Chancellor congratulated the winners of both he contest
and wished that they will take up their work further and will
make the prestige of IGNOU to greater heights. He also
complemented NCIDE team for conducting various types of
activities to promote innovation in the university.

Prof. R.P. Das, Pro-Vice Chancellor also congratulated the
winners an complemented NCIDE for the successful
organization of the programme. He also congratulated NCIDE
on launch of the IGNOU Udyami portal. He pointed out that
the NCIDE is taking several significant initiatives on promote
and support the culture of innovation in the university. He
highlighted the importance of freedom in this regard and
said that presently full freedom is being provide by the
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor to carry out any  tries of innovative
activity useful for the university.

Finally, Hon’ble vice Chancellor, Prof. Nageshwar Rao
addressed the winners and the participants. Firstly, He
congratulated the winners and wished them all the success
in their life. He also complemented and congratulated NCIDE
for launching the IGNOU Udyami portal. He said that the
NCIDE is taking very important initiatives at their own to
promote the innovation and for creating an innovation
ecosystem in the university. At the end of the programme,
Dr. Moumita as, Assistant Director, NCIDE congratulated all
the winners and proposed vote of thanks to all.
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Activities, Achievements and Initiatives of the Regional Centre
and Learner Support Centres

Foundation Day

The Regional Centre celebrated the 35th Foundation
day of the University with Prof Ranjit Kumar Verma,
Honourable Vice Chancellor, Munger University as

the Guest of Honour. The Regional Director welcomed the
Guest of Honour and the audience and presented a brief
report of the Regional Centre. Prof Verma delivered the
Foundation Day lecture on the “Role of Online, Open and

Distance Education in the Post Covid-19 Scenario “. While
discussing the topic he cited examples from his
professional life to make the talk more interesting and
engaging. the importance All the members of staff of both
the Regional centre, Regional Evaluation Centre,
Coordinators/PICs of Learner Support Centres, academic
counsellors and students participated in this programme.
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Constitution Day 2020

On the occasion of the 70th Constitution Day of the
nation, all the members of staff of both the
Regional Centre and the Regional Evaluation

Centre read out the Preamble  to the Constitution in both
Hindi and English and Took the pledge to remain loyal to
the Constitution in word and spirit.
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Coordinators’/PICs’ Meet on Assignments

In order to streamline the evaluation of assignments
submitted for both June 2020 and December 2020, the
Regional Centre organized an online meeting of all the

Coordinators’/PICs’ Meet on Assignments on 4 th

December 2020. The Coordinators/PICs were requested
to send all the pending assignment awards of TEE June
2020, receive the hard copies of the assignments at the

LSCs for TEE December 2020 and start the process of
getting them evaluated by approved evaluators. They
were also requested to identify evaluators who could
evaluate the assignments online so that assignments
submitted through Email and Google Form  could be
evaluated in time. The Coordinators/PICs appreciated this
initiative of the Regional Centre.
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Coordinators’/PICs’ Meet on Academic Counselling

In order to streamline the conduct of online counselling
sessions  for both June 2020 and December 2020, the
Regional Centre organized an online meeting of all the

Coordinators’/PICs’ Meet on Academic Counselling  on
5th December 2020 . The Coordinators/PICs were
requested to identify approved academic counsellors who
could take the online academic counselling sessions. They

were also requested to send the names of the academic
counsellors who are interested to take sech sessions but
need training and technical support so that Orientation
programmes could be organized for such teachers. The
Coordinators/PICs appreciated this initiative of the
Regional Centre.
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Pre-Admission Counselling Sessions

The Regional Centre has been organizing  Pre-
Admission Counselling to counsel the learners who
had registered themselves for different programmes

but have not made the payments.  This initiative of the
Regional Centre helps the learners clarify their doubts

regarding eligibility conditions, programmes and facilities
available for different categories of learners and the
deadlines by which admission formalities are to be
completed. This initiative of the Regional Centre.
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Conduct of Online Counselling Sessions

Owing to the continuing impact of the CORONA pan
demic, many of the student support services are
being given online. As per the directions of the

headquarters, the Regional Centre has started organizing

online counselling sessions for the learners admitted for
the six-months programmes and Re-Registration for July
2020 cycle.
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IGNOU Institution's Innovation Council
Panel Discussion on Innovation and Entrepreneurship

The Innovation Club of the Regional Centre in
collaboration with the IGNOU  Institution’s
Innovation Council  under national Centre for

Innovations in Distance Education(NCIDE), IGNOU, New
Delhi organized a Panel Discussion on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship on 10.12.2020 with eminent Panelists
like Prof (Dr) S. C. Yadav, Professor & Head, Dept. of
Computer Science & Technology, Central University of
Jharkhand, Ranchi. 2. Prof (Dr) A. K. Nayak, President,

Computer Society of India. 3. Prof (Dr) Bharat Gupta,
Associate Professor, & Professor In-Charge (Incubation
Center), NIT, Patna. 4. Prof (Dr) Durgesh Mishra, Professor &
Director, Sri Aurobindo Institute of Technology, Indore. Dr
Oum Prakash Sharma, Director, NCIDE appreciated this
initiative of the Regional Centre. Eighty six participants
from across the country participated in this programme
and made it a success.



Page -  24



Page -  25

Orientation Session on National Education Policy
(with focus on Innovation and Entrepreneurship)

The Innovation Club of the Regional Centre in
collaboration with the IGNOU  Institution’s
Innovation Council under national Centre for

Innovations in Distance Education(NCIDE), IGNOU, New
Delhi organized a Panel Discussion on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship(with focus on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship) ) on 28.12.2020  with eminent Panelists
like Prof Rajesh Khambayat, Joint Director, SS Central Institute
for Vocational Education, NCERT Bhopal, Prof N K Bishnoi,
Prof and Chairman, Department of Economics, Dean, Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences, GJ University of Science
and Technology, Hisar and Prof N K Ambashtha, Former
Chairman,  National Institute of Open Schooling, New Delhi .

Dr Oum Prakash Sharma, Director, NCIDE, who presided
over the meeting highlighted the achievements of the IIC
like the  Five Star Ranking given to IGNOU, launching of
the Udyami Portal for Start Ups under the Atmanirbhar
Bharat Scheme of Government of India and the awards
being given to the learners of IGNOU for innovation and
entrepreneurship.  He appreciated this  initiative of the
Regional Centre. 101 participatnts from across the country
participated in this programme through Google meet,
another one hundred  watched it on Facebook and You
Tube  and  made it a success.  Dr Moumita Das,
Coordinator, IIC, NCIDE, proposed formal Vote of Thanks.
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Participation of the Academics in Academic Activities

The Regional Director, Dr Abhilash Nayak participated
in different academic activities during the  months
of November and December 2020.  He attended the

Faculty Development Programme on Learning ICT Add-

Ons for teaching Online and Administration, jointly
organized by Government Degree College, Ramagarh,
Jmamu and Kashmir and Team Scrollwell from 26-28
December 2020.
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E-Induction Meetings
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Plantation Drive in the Premises of the Regional Centre

The Regional centre organized a plantation drive in
the premises of the Regional Centre on 30.12.2020.
All the members of staff of both the Regional Centre

and the Regional Evaluation Centre participated in this

programme. One hundred flower plants and medicinal
plants were planted along the pathway inside the
premises to make the campus greener and more beautiful.
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Our Alumni, Our Pride

Dr. Mousumi Chaudhari
Associate Professor, HOD Department of B.Ed.,
MDDM College Muzaffarpur
I have completed B.Ed., MA (Education), and PGDDE from IGNOU Regional Centre,
Patna, presently pursuing MADE. I am proud to be a student of IGNOU. The overall
system of IGNOU is very good. The standard of study material is very good. The student
support service helps a lot in rendering any problem. One get assignment timely and
are evaluated in pre defined time. The standard of final exam is also very good. Anyone
from anywhere can enrolled in any course of IGNOU. So, I preferred studying in IGNOU
with my own time and pace.

Mr. Shantanu Singh
Gold Medalist - PGDEMA
I had a wonderful experience at IGNOU. I was awarded the gold medal in PGDEMA at
33rd convocation. I learnt numerous concepts of educational management which has
helped me immensely in my professional life. IGNOU has one of the best syllabus and
course structure which has been prepared keeping in mind the needs and aspirations
of the learner. The study materials are very well written and they provide in-depth
knowledge of the subject. The counseling sessions were very important in clearing
my doubts and keeping me informed regarding assignments and project during the
course and I would recommend everyone to attend these sessions regularly.
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Notification for Fee exemption facility available for SC/ST Students



Page -  35

Notification for COVID-19 Cell
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