
 

 



 

EDITORIAL 

The  first phase of the New Year  spreading over two months has been a vibrant period for the University as well as the 
Regional Centres.  The University has made great strides in academic, extension and outreach activities.   
 
The University has been awarded second  position in the national Swacch Campus Ranking 2019 of Higher Educational 
Institutions among the   Non-Residential Universities by UGC. This  great honour and achievement of the university inspired it 
to observe 16-31 January as Swachhata Pakhwara with many activities. The university at the headquarters as well as the 
Regional Centres  took up many activities during the Pakhwada and  significantly contributed to the creation of a clean and 
green environment in the country. In continuation of its commitment to clean environment, the University has signed an 
MOU with HFM Solar Power Private Ltd to make use of solar power at the headquarters and reduce carbon emissions.    
 
Enrolment in the university has been on the increase. The Regional Centre had a record enrolment  of 51817 in 2019.  In 
2020, it is expected to achieve the target enrolment of 60,000. In January 2020 cycle only, it has already achieved 150%. This 
has been possible because of the unstinted efforts of the staff at the Learner Support Centres, Regional Centre and timely 
support from the enabling divisions at the headquarters.  
 
The  greatest academic achievement of the University has been  the exemption  accorded to it from the University Grants 
Commission(Online Course or Programmes) Regulations, 2018 vide Gazette Notification dated 17th January 2020. Prof 
Nageshwar Rao, Honourable Vice Chancellor has congratulated the IGNOU fraternity on this achievement and has hoped that 
it would  bring a new era in the history of the university.   
 
The Regional Services Division, in collaboration with the schools at headquarters has started the orientation of academic 
counsellors through the teleconferencing mode. Till date such orientation programmes have been organized for four Masters 
Degree programmes and one diploma programme.  More orientation programmes  for other programmes  have been 
scheduled in the month of March 2020. The Regional Centre has also started the orientation programme for academic 
counsellors after a long gap. The first phase of orientation programme was held on the 2nd of February and the 2nd phase has 
been scheduled to be held in March 2020. The Regional Centre in collaboration with NIIT, Patna  also organized a one day 
Seminar on Digitisation: Future Job Prospect. The University has started a Web Enabled Academic Support for all low 
enrolment programmes and this has been planned to be extended to the popular programmes later. Two faculty 
development programmes have bene organized by NCIDE and STRIDE to train the faculty  in developing online programmes, 
statistics and research methodology. All efforts are being put in by the University to integrate ICT in teaching-learning 
transactions and  enhance the accuracy,  efficiency and transparency of the student support services. 
    
A new page IT Today has been added to keep the readers updated about the changes and developments in the IT sector. 
 
Constructive suggestions for improvement in the content and style of presentation of the Newsletter are solicited.  
 
Happy reading! 
Warm regards  
Abhilash Nayak 

 



 

 

Initiatives, Activities and Achievements of the University 

IGNOU Hosts Delegation of Nepal Open University 
A delegation of Nepal Open University(NOU) officials visited IGNOU on 6th January 2020 and met with the Vice Chancellor, 
Pro Vice Chancellors and key officers of the university to understand the working of the largest open and distance education 
being run by IGNOU. The Nepal Delegation comprised of  six senior level administrators, senators, academicians, Deans 
namely Mr Kamal Dhakal, Registrar,  Prof Prem Narayan Aryal, Senator, Prof Meena Vidya Malla, Senator, Prof Shilu 
Manadhar, Dean, Prof R C Paudel, Dean and Prof Indra Karki, Dean.  
 

The delegation showed keen interest in IGNOU’s innovative practices and experiences in ODL and Online education.  

 
 



 

 

NCIDE Organises  7 Day Faculty Development Programme 

The national Centre for Innovaitons in Distance Education(NCIDE) organized a 7 day Faculty Development Programme from 

8th to 14th January 2020  to train the faculty in the use of ICT for developing Web Based Academic Support (WASE) for 

distance education programmes,  finding out innovative learning solutions  and providing ICT-enabled academic support to 

the learners like web-counselling sessions, discussion forums, chat rooms and other interactive platforms.  

 

 



 

 

IGNOU Hosts Delegates from Nigerian Open University of Nigeria(NOUN) 

A delegation comprising of four members of Governing Council of IGNOU Hosts Delegates from Nigerian Open University of 

Nigeria(NOUN)  visited the University on 15th January 2020  to strengthen educational and cultural relationship between 

IGNOU and NOUN.  Their areas of interest were curriculum  development, audio-visual materials, regulations governing the 

service conditions of staff, funding system, possible areas of collaboration and video-streaming of lectures and publications.  

They also showed interest in the innovative practices and experiences of IGNOU in ODL and online education. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IGNOU Organises Smart India Hackathon(SIH) 2020 

National Centre for Innovations in Distance Education(NCIDE) of IGNOU organized the internal  Smart India Hackathon(SIH) 

2020 for students of IGNOU to shortlist IGNOU students for the Smart India Hackathon(SIH).  

 

 



 

 

IGNOU Exempted from University Grants Commission 

(Online Course or Programmes) Regulations, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IGNOU has been exempted by the University Grants Commission from the University Grants Commission(Online Course or 

Programmes) Regulations, 2018 vide Gazette Notification dated 17th Jaunuary 2020. Prof Nageshwar Rao, Honourable Vice 

Chancellor congratulated the IGNOU fraternity on this achievement and hoped that it would  bring a new era in the history of 

the university. He invoked the IGNOU fraternity to make use of this opportunity and develop learner-centric online 

programmes for gaining knowledge and make them ready for the 21st century.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Orientation of Academic Counsellors through Tele-Conferencing Mode 

The University with the coordination between the Regional Services Division and respective 

schools,  has started the Orientation Programme for Academic Counselors through 

Teleconferencing. Till date Orientation Programme for the academic counsellors of programmes 

like Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education(DECE), MA(Psychology), MA (Hindi), 

MA(English) and Masters in Social Work(MSW)  have already been held. Many such 

teleconferencing sessions for programmes like Certificate in Food and Nutrition(CFN), Diploma in 

Diary technology(DDT), Diploma in Nutrition and Health Education(DNHE), Diploma  in Event 

Management(DEVMT), PG Diploma in International Business Operations(PGDIBO), Master of 

Tourism and Travel Management(MTTM) and Masters in Commerce(M.Com)   have been 

scheduled in the month of March 2020. The schedule has been uploaded on the website of the 

Regional Centre (rcpatna.ignou.ac.in).  

IGNOU Goes Green, Signs MOU with HFM Solar Power 

In order to adopt clean energy IGNOU signed an MOU with HFM Solar Power Private Ltd. for the 

installation of Grid Connected Rooftop Solar Power Plant on its campus. The Solar Plant will be 

built in collaboration with the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy( MNRE), Indraprastha 

Power Generation Company Limited (IPGCL), Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

management Centre(EEREM), Gov of NCT Delhi undertaking.  The project is estimated to save 3 

million rupees annually and reduce emissions of 650 tons of carbon dioxide which is equivalent to 

planting nearly 32000 trees.  

 



 

 

Refresher/Ten Days Faculty Development Programme on Statistics and 

Research Methodology 

A ten day Faculty Development Programme on Statistics and Research Methodology is being organized by    the Staff Training 

and  Research  Institute  of Distance Education(STRIDE)  from 26th February to 6th March 2020.  Prof Rajendra Prasad Das, pro 

Vice Chancellor inaugurated the  programme and advised the participants to be cautious while making use of statistical 

methods.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Faculty Development Programme on Integrating Technologies 

with Open Distance Learning 

               The Staff Training and  Research  Institute  of Distance Education(STRIDE) organized a five day Faculty Development 

Programme on Integrating Technologies in Open Distance Learning from 24 to 28 February 2020 to train them in the use of 

ICT for  developing online programmes, digital materials and for providing various types of academic support to the learners 

 

New programmes Launched 

Sl 

No 

Name of the Programme  Eligibility  Duration  Medium of Instruction  

1 Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainable 

Science  

Available through Web-Enabled 

Academic Support(WEAS)  

Any Graduate  I year  English  

2 MSc in Environment Science(MSSENV)  Graduation from 

science discipline  

2 years  English  

 

 

 



 

 

Initiatives, Activities and Achievements  
Of 

 Regional Centre  and Learner Support Centres  
 

Promotional Meeting in Works Projects Organisation,  Indian Railways 
 

The Regional Centre organized Awareness-Cum-Admission Drive for the employees of the Works Project Organisation (WPO) 
in the office of the Chief Administrative Officer, WPO, Patna on 03.01.2020  The meeting was presided by Shri A K Singh, Chief 
Administrative Officer. All the officers of the WPO were present in the meeting. The Regional Director gave a presentation on 
the significance of ODL and IGNOU in the professional development of all employees and highlighted the programmes which 
would be relevant to them. The Chief Administrative Officer requested his staff to take advantage of IGNOU programmes and 
upgrade their careers. Dr Asif Iqbal, ARD replied to all the queries raised by the participants. Er Priyambada Dev, Senior 
Mechanical Engineer, WPO and a student of IGNOU facilitated the organization of the meeting and coordinated the activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Visit of Prof Nageshwar Rao, Honourable  Vice Chancellor 
 

Prof. Nageshwar Rao, Honorable Vice Chancellor visited the Regional Centre and Regional Evaluation Centre, Patna on 

04.01.2019 after attending the Convocation of Patna University as the Chief Guest. During his brief stay he visited the library, 

computer section and warehouse. He interacted with all the officials, discussed matters pertaining to student support 

services and new initiatives being undertaken by the university and advised the staff to give their best. His visit, his words of 

inspiration and advice will serve as boosters for the staff to work harder and take the university to greater heights. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Participation in India International Mega Trade Fair at  
International Convention Centre, Gandhi Maidan  

The Regional Centre  and Programme Study Centre, 0516P participated in the India International Mega Trade Fair being 
organized in the International Convention Cenre, Gyan Bhavan,  near Gandhi Maidan,  Patna from 4thJanuary 2020 to 13 
January 2020. Mr Alok Kumar Jha,  SPA and the PIC of 0516P Md Shams Raza and his staff  counselled the aspirants who 
visited the stall and enquired about the programmes and facilities available in IGNOU. Leaflets and brochures in Hindi and 
English were given to hundreds of visitors who visited the stall to enquire about the programmes of IGNOU.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promotional Meeting in Bihar Urdu Academy 

The Regional Centre in collaboration with Bihar Urdu Academy, Patna organized a promotional meeting in the Conference 
Hall of the academy on 09th January 2020 to create awareness about IGNOU programmes among the students pursuing 
different courses under the academy. Md Azim Ullah, Director of the Academy welcomed the guests and appreciated the 
efforts of IGNOU in reaching out to the public and encouraged the students to take advantage of various programmes of 
IGNOU.  The Regional Director Dr Abhilash Nayak  apprised the students of the various programmes available under Regional 
Centre, Patna and encouraged the students to pursue programmes of six months duration to enhance their skills and 
employability. Dr Asif Iqbal, ARD stressed upon the various programmes of IGNOU which could be pursued to upgrade 
careers in different fields. Md Parvin Akhtar, Coordinator of the Academy coordinated the activities. 

 



 

 
PRESS MEET 10.01.2020 

IGNOU Regional Centre, Patna  organized a Press Meet in the Conference Hall of the Regional Centre to discuss the initiatives, 
achievements and activities of the University and the Regional Centre. Fifteen representatives from the print and electronic media 
were present  At the outset the  Regional Director  Dr Abhilash Nayak highlighted the  main achievement of IGNOU regarding the  
bagging of the second prize in  SWACCH Campus Ranking , 2019  from Ministry of HRD, Government of India. Then the dates and 
modes of admission  for January 2020 were  discussed. In this regard the programmes available through the online ODL mode and 
complete online mode like Certificate in Arabic Language (CAL),  Certificate in Russian Language (CRUL) and Certificate in Tourism 
(CTS) were discussed. The Regional Director Dr Nayak stressed upon the  fact that online academic support  would be provided to 
the learners of  these programmes from the headquarters and expected the media to give wide coverage to these programmes. 
Then he  pointed out that students pursuing different courses in the regular colleges and universities can  pursue 6 month 
certificate programmes of IGNOU simultaneously as add on courses and enhance their employability. The addition of programmes 
like Post Graduate Diploma in Human Resource Management (PGDHRM), Post Graduate Diploma in Financial Management 
(PGDFM), Post Graduate Diploma in Operations Management (PGDOM), Post Graduate Diploma in Marketing Management 
(PGDDM), Post Graduate Diploma in Financial Markets Practice (PGDFMP) and MA in Education to the online portal was also 
highlighted.  Then Dr Shalini, ARD discussed the new programmes launched by the University. While discussing the new 
programmes, she discussed the programmes like Post Graduate Certificate in Medical Management of CBRNE Disasters (PGCMDM), 
BBA (Service Management), MA (Journalism and Mass Communication) (MJMC), Diploma in Modern Office Practice (DMOP) and 
MSc in Environment Science (MSCENV) and assured the media that all efforts would be put to activate these programmes under 
the Regional Centre by July 2020. The scheme of Fee Exemption in 128 programmes available for SC/ST learners was also discussed. 
Friends from media were requested to give wide coverage to this scheme of the university.  Ten Learner Support Centres have been 
established for Certificate in Community Health and Jail Inmates in the District Headquarters hospital and jails. The Regional Centre 
has submitted a proposal for the establishment of a Model Study Centre in the premises of the Regional Centre to give quality 
support services to the learners. Then the Regional Director focused on the new initiative of the university to deliver the question 
papers of certificate and diploma programmes during the Term End Examinations, December 2019. The Regional Director solicited 
the support of all media friends to take out IGNOU to every doorstep in the region. Mr Anand Kumar, AR proposed formal vote of 
thanks to the media representatives for their supportive gesture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Promotional Meeting near the Stadium 
IGNOU Regional Centre, Patna in collaboration with the Programme Study Centre (05147P) organized an Awareness cum 
Admission Drive near the Stadium in the afternoon on 10 January 2020. More than 150 people raised queries about different 
programmes in IGNOU. Dr Shailini Dixit, ARD and Mr Abinash Kumar, PIC of the Study Centre and his staff counselled the 
students about he programmes, facilities available in IGNOU and encouraged them to take advantage of the programmes.  
  

 

Seminar on Digitization: Future Job Prospect 
 

The Regional Centre in collaboration with NIIT, Patna organized a seminar on Digitization: Future Job Prospect in the 
Conference Hall on 10.01.2020. Regional Director, Dr. Abhilash Nayak welcomed the students and the resource persons. Shri 
Raj Upadhyay, Mrs. Sanchita Ghosh and Mr. Amit Kumar from NIIT acted as the Resource Persons and gave interesting 
presentations on the application of IT in personal and professional life of modern human life. They a showed videos lessons 
demonstrating the use of artificial intelligence in all walks of life. Fifty participants from different streams attended the 
seminar and actively interacted with the Resource Persons.  

 

 



 

 

Educational Awareness Programme in Slum Areas 
 

Regional Centre, Patna in collaboration with the Programme Study Centre 05147P organized an Educational Awareness Programme in the 
SC/ST concentrated slum of Ullauddin Chowk  Mussahri in Punpun in the district of Patna on 11.02.2020. More than two hundred fifty 
students, their guardians and villagers attended the meeting. Assistant Regional Director, Dr Shailini Dixit and Mr Abinash Kumar, PIC of 
the Study Centre and his staff encouraged the students to take advantage of the programmes of IGNOU for their educational 
empowerment. Mr Saurav Kumar Manjhi, a resident of the locality coordinated the activities and provided all  support to the IGNOU 
team. Sixty five SC/ST students took spot admission in CIT and BCA programmes. 

 

 

Educational Awareness Programme in the Newly Adopted Village 
 

Regional Centre, Patna in collaboration with the Programme Study Centre 05147P and Prem Youth Foundation, an NGO organized an 
Educational Awareness Programme in the newly adopted SC/ST concentrated village of Govindpur in Raj Venkat Panchayat in the district 
of Patna on 12.01.2020. More than two hundred villagers including young boys and girls sitting idle at home or pursuing their studies in 
the local colleges attended the meeting. Regional Director, Dr Abhilash Nayak attended the meeting as the Chief Guest and Mr Anand 
Kumar, AR attended the meeting as the Guest of Honour and encouraged the villagers to take advantage of the programmes of IGNOU for 
their educational empowerment.   The head of the village Pnachayat (Mukhia)  Shri Kumar Bindheswar Singh and Shri Prem Kumar, 
President of Prem Youth Foundation  promised all support for the organisation of awareness camps on education, health and hygiene for 
the all-round development of the village. 
 

 

 



 

 

Promotional Meeting in the premises of the Study Centre at B. N. College, Patna  
Regional Centre, Patna in collaboration with the Programme Study Centre (0524) organized promotional meeting in the 
premises of the Study Centre at B. N. College, Patna, on 14.01.2020. The coordinator Prof. D. N. Sinha along with Dr. Irshad 
Ali, Dr. Mansoor Alam,  Dr. Satyendra Mishra,  Dr. Amit Kumar, and Mr. Manish were present in the meeting. Dr. Abhilash 
Nayak, Regional Director presided over the meeting and Dr. Shailini Dixit , ARD coordinated the activities. While addressing 
the audience,   the RD and Dr Dixit focused on the fee exemption facility for SC/ST students and need for students taking 
admission in certificate programmes to enhance their employability. All the staff of the Study Centre and around 150 
students participated in this programme and made it a success. 

 

Awareness cum Admission Programme for SC/ST people in Ambedkar Colony, Patna 
Dr Shalini, ARD visited Ambedkar colony (Domekhana) Yarpur PATNA under awareness cum admission programme for SC/ST 

people on 14.01.202. Around 25 educated people along with president of SC society Mr. Verma Kumar and other community 

leaders attended the meeting. She explained about the importance of education for this particular deprived society and fee 

exemption scheme of IGNOU programme. Seven SC students submitted their application during the meeting. 10 to 15 more 

students are expected to come to Regional centre for the online admission support. 

 

 



 

 

Admission Drive for SC and ST Students in TPS College, Patna  
Regional Centre Patna in collaboration with the IGNOU Study Centre in TPS College, Patna (0568) organised a special 

admission drive for SC and ST students.  Promotional meeting was organized on 17.01.2020 in the Seminar Hall of the college. 

Prof Rizvi, and Prof Sanjay Kumar, Asst.  Coordinator of the Study Centre coordinated the activities. Prof Upendra Kumar, 

Principal of the college presided over the meeting. Dr Abhilash Nayak,  Regional Director briefed the audience regarding 

different programs suitable for SC/ST students to enhance their  employability.  Two hundred students participated in the 

program. 

 

Promotional Meeting at Bihar Kaushal Yuva Kendra, Shivpur Patna 
 

Indira Gandhi National Open University, Regional Centre Patna in collaboration with the Programme Study Centre (05147P) 
organized a promotional meeting at Shivpur Patna on 17.01.2020 at Bihar Kaushal Yuva Kendra. Programme in Charge of the 
Program Study centre (05147P) Mr. Abinash Kumar coordinated the activities.  Dr Shailini Dixit, Assistant Regional Director 
briefed the audience regarding different programs suitable for students to enhance their  employability.  One hundred fifty 
students participated in the program. 

 



 

 

Participation of RD and AR in Personality Based Talk-Show 
 Bihar-Bihan  of Doordarshan, Bihar  

Dr Abhilash Nayak, RD and Mr Anand Kumar, AR,  Patna participated in  the  morning LIVE personality based talk-show Bihar-

Bihan from 8 am to 9 am on 18.01.2020 on Doordarhsan  Bihar and discussed the initiatives and achievements of the 

Regional Centre 

 

Awareness cum Admission Drive in Mirza Ghalib College, Gaya 
Regional Centre, Patna organized an Awareness cum Admission Drive in Mirza Ghalib College, Gaya yesterday (21.01.2020) to 

create awareness about IGNOU programmes among the  students of minority communities and encourage them to take 

advantage of the six moth add on programmes of IGNOU and enhance their employability. Dr Asif Iqbal, ARD addressed the 

students and briefed them about the different programmes available, the  flexibility of open and distance education and the  

advantages of getting enrolled in IGNOU. The meeting was graced by Prof. Shuja Ahmed, Vice Principal, Prof Masrur Ahmed, 

Head, Department of English, MirzaGhalib College, Gaya.  Prof. Ram Bilash Singh (Coordinator of Gaya College, Gaya 

(0511)and Prof. Gayasuddin  Gaya College Gaya coordinated the activities. 

 



 

 

Awareness cum Admission Drive in Shoshit Samadahn Kendra, Danapur 
Regional Centre, Patna organized an Awareness cum Admission Drive in Shoshit Samadhan Kendra, Danapur, Patna on 
21.01.2020) to create awareness about IGNOU programmes among the students and encourage them to take advantage of 
the fee exemption scheme available to the SC/ST students in IGNOU. The Shoshit Samadhan Kendra, run by Padmashree 
Awardee Shri  J K Sinha looks after the educational empowerment of one of the most backward dalit communities right from 
Standard 1 to +2.  Dr Abhilash Nayak RD and Dr Asif Iqbal, ARD addressed the students and briefed them about the different 
programmes available, the  flexibility of open and distance education and the  advantages of getting enrolled in IGNOU. Shri 
Rahul Sharma, Dy Director of the organization coordinated the activities. 

 

 

National Voter’s Day   
The Regional Director and Staff of the Regional Centre took the oath on the National Voter’s Day. The Regional Director, Dr 

Abhilash Nayak and Assistant Registrar, Mr Anand Kumar administered the oath to the staff in Hindi and English. The staff 

took the pledge to uphold the democratic traditions of our country and vote in every election without being influenced by the 

considerations of use their voting rights  religion, race, caste, community or language.  

 



 

 

Celebration of the 26th Republic Day by the staff of Regional Centre  
& Regional Evaluation Centre  

Regional Centre, Patna and Regional Evaluation Centre, Patna celebrated the 26th Republic Day in the premises of the 
Regional Centre. Dr Abhilash Nayak, Regional Director unfurled the tricolour and addressed the staff on the significance of 
the Republic Day and inspired them to work with dedication to take IGNOU to every doorstep in the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Swachhata Jagaran Abhiyan in the Adopted Villages during Swachhata Pakhwada 2020 
(16-31 JAN 2020) 

The Regional Centre organized Cleanliness drives in the three adopted village simultaneously to create awareness about cleanliness 

among the people. The first team was led by Dr. Abhilash Nayak, Regional Director. He was assisted by the staff and students of IGNOU 

Study Centre, Bihar Vidyapeeth, Patna (05138) and Sugiya Devi Memorial School of Management & Information Technology, Patna 

(05168D). The team started a Rally from the Regional Centre, passed through the crowded areas of Mithapur Bus Stand and then walked 

through the streets of the adopted village, Bigrahpur. The participants in the Rally carried placards in their hands and gave slogans on 

creating a clean, healthy and plastic free India. They also distributed Jute bags among the villagers and advised them not to use plastic or 

polythene bags. The team also cleaned the streets while passing through them. The Regional Director thanked all the staff and 

participating Study Centres and students for coming forward for this noble cause.  

The second and third teams were led by Dr. Asif Iqbal, Asstt. Regional Director and Sh. Anand Kumar, Asstt. Registrar respectively. They 

were assisted by Sh. Alok Kumar, SPA and Sh. Rohit Kumar, JAT of Regional Centre, the staff and students of IGNOU Programme Study 

Centre, St. Xavier’s School of Computer Science, Patna (0516P) and Magadh Educational Development Institute, Mahendru, Patna 

(05147P). The team went on rallies, walked through the streets of the adopted village, Goregawan (Danapur) and Govindpur (Fatwah). 

The participants in the Rally carried placards in their hands and gave slogans on creating a clean, healthy and plastic free India. They also 

distributed Jute bags among the villagers and advised them not to use plastic or polythene bags. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prize Distribution Ceremony for the Competitions organized during  
the Swachhata Pakhwada 

Regional Centre, Patna organized the Prize Distribution Ceremony in the Conference Hall of the Regional Centre on 
31.01.2020 for the competitions organized during the Swachhata Pakhwada 2020 like Essay Writing, Slogan Writing and 
Poster Making Competitions on Cleanliness, Conservation of Forest and Water and Best out of Waste Competition. A Poster 
Making Competition was also held for the wards of the staff of Regional Centre.  Four best volunteers who had actively 
participated in the Swachhata Jagaran Abhiyan in the adopted villages were also given certificates of appreciation and 
mementoes. All the members of staff of the Regional Centre and Regional Evaluation Centre, some coordinators of the local 
Study Centres, all the participants in the competitions and Swachhata Jagaran Abhiyan attended the function. Prof Sushil 
Kumar Singh, Head, Department of Environment and Water Management, AN College, Patna graced  the ceremony as the  
Chief Guest, addressed the audience about the need to keep our environment clean,  encouraged the audience to protect 
themselves from the negative impact of pollution and hazards of environment  through  healthy habits and gave away the 
prizes.  The students and the local coordinators appreciated this initiative of the Regional Centre.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

One Day Orientation Programme for Academic Counsellors 

   

One Day Orientation Programme of newly empaneled Academic Counsellors of IGNOU Regional Centre, Patna was organized 

in the Conference Hall on 02.02.2020. A total of 54 Academic Counsellors from various Learner Support Centres of this region 

attended the programme and actively participated in the sessions on various aspects of support services to the learners like 

counseling, assignment evaluation, and activation of new programme and general administration of Learners Support 

Centres. As the Regional Centre has declared the campus plastic-free, the participants were given paper folders to carry the 

handouts and other documents as a positive gesture towards this initiative. The front and back of the Folder carried the 

frontal view and complete view of the Regional Centre building. This initiative of the Regional Centre was appreciated by all 

the participants.  

 Dr. Abhilash Nayak, the Regional Director inaugurated the Orientation Programme and welcomed all the participants. 

Subsequently he gave an overview on Open and Distance Learning. During this session, her highlighted the systemic, 

curricular and administrative features of ODL that make it a unique system.  He then pointed out the challenges to ODL in the 

developing countries in India and the strategies that could be taken to overcome those challenges. 

 In the second session, Dr. Shalini, ARD discussed the significance of Academic Counselling in Open and Distance Learning 

system, empanelment of new academic counsellors and activation of new programmes on the online portal.  During her 

session, she dealt with the differences between teaching in the conventional system and academic counselling in the Open 

and Distance Learning system. She also focused upon the qualities that academic counsellors are expected to have to make 

the academic counselling sessions interactive and fruitful.  

 In the third session, Dr Asif Iqbal, ARD discussed the activation of new programmes in existing Learners Support Centres. He 

encouraged the academic counsellors to activate programmes related to their disciplines in the centers to which they are 

attached. He stressed upon the need to activate certificate programmes in the existing study centres so that it could 

contribute to  the capacity building and skill development of learners pursuing  different programmes in the conventional 

colleges and universities and enhance their employability.  

 The next session was on Assignment Evaluation System by Dr. Shailini Dixit, ARD. She discussed the significance of 

assignments in the open and distance learning system and the need to give constructive tutor comments to motivate the 

learners and give them the right feedback at the right time.    During her session, she got the participants divided into five 

groups, gave them evaluated assignments received from the LSCs and wanted them to give their feedback on the evaluation 

of the assignments. The participants enjoyed the activity very much and gave very valuable feedback on the assignments 

allotted to them.  

 Mr Anand Kumar, AR handled the last session on accounts and apprised the academic counsellors of various formats to be 

used for submitting the bills for different kinds of academic activities at the Learner Support Centres.  

 



 

 

 

In the last session the participants were asked to give their feedback both orally and in writing in the format given to them. 

The participants were very happy regarding the organization of an orientation programme after a gap of four years. They 

wanted such programmes to be orgnaised at regular intervals. 

 The Regional Director, in his concluding remarks, requested the participants to maintain the dignity of the university by 

providing quality academic support to the learners on all the sessions and promised all support to the audience for taking 

IGNOU to the doorsteps of people.  

 Mr Anand Kumar, AR proposed formal vote of thanks to all the participants for their supportive gesture. All the participants 

were given certificates of Participation by the Regional Director.  

 

 



 

 

Grievance Redressal Camp in the Regional Centre(05.02.2020)  
Regional Centre,  Patna organised a Grievances Redressal Camp for the learners of July 2019 cycle in the Conference Hall. A 
total of 77 learners have registered for different types of grievances and are being attended to by the officers and officials of 
the Regional Centre.  A detailed report regarding the grievances received and action taken was  submitted to the Regional 
Services Division.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Participation in Bihar Travel Mart  
Regional Centre, Patna  participated in the Bihar Travel Mart organized in the Patna One Mall,  near Dak Bangla Chowk,  Patna 
from 7th February 2020 to 9th  February 2020 by Tourism Shelter, Patna . Mr Alok Kumar Jha,  SPA   counselled   the aspirants 
who visited  the stall and enquired about the programmes and facilities available in IGNOU. Leaflets and brochures in Hindi 
and English were given to the visitors who visited  the stall  to enquire about the programmes of IGNOU. 

 

Awareness-cum-Admission  Drive  for SC/ST Learners 
Regional Centre, Patna in collaboration with our Program Study Centre 05143) in Jehanabad organised an admission drive for 
SC/ST students on 08.02.2020. Dr Shalini, ARD attended the meeting, briefed the audience about different programs of 
IGNOU and encouraged them  to take advantage of the special scheme of the University.  Leaflets and brochures in Hindi and 
English were  distributed among the students. The staff of the Program Study Centre provided technical support in getting the 
students adminitted in different programs of IGNOU. Subsequently Dr Shalini also visited the District Jail, Jehanabad to 
inspect the infrastructure facilities available for the establishment of an SSC of IGNOU. 

 

 

 



 

 
33rd Convocation of the University  

The 33rd Annual Convocation of Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) was held on 17th February, 2020 at 
12.00 noon at IGNOU Campus, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi. The main function of the Convocation was telecast live on 
Gyan Darshan Channel across India and the function was simultaneously held at 39 Regional Centres. 
 
In all, 2,31,622 students received Degrees/Diplomas in various disciplines. Seventy Eight students received Gold 
Medals for outstanding performance in respective disciplines. Three Cash Awards were also given to meritorious 
students in various categories. Hon’ble Minister, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India Shri 
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ was the Chief Guest at IGNOU Headquarters. 

 
Regional Centre, Patna also organized the Convocation at Premchand Rangshala, Rajendra Nagar, Patna. In all, 9954 students 

qualified for the Degree/Diploma. Of them, 968 students attended the Convocation in person. Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Patna 

University, Patna, Prof. Rash Bihari Prasad Singh was the Guest of Honour who delivered the Convocation Address and gave 

away degrees to the students. During the Convocation Address Prof. Singh focused on the empowering and enabling role of 

open and distance education. He also stressed on the need for the youth to return on the investments made by the society in 

terms of the resources, efforts and sacrifice. He appreciated the contribution of IGNOU in enhancing GER in the country and 

playing a significant role in the spread of education, specially higher education, skill development, research and innovation.   

He stressed on the need  for  India to fall back on open and distance education to upskill its youth and make positive use of 

the demographic dividend.  He invoked the alumni of IGNOU  to come forward in building a better society, better India and 

better world.  

 

Regional Director, Dr. Abhilash Nayak presented the Progress Report of Regional Centre, Patna. In the Report he highlighted 

the initiatives, activities and achievements of the University as well as the Regional Centre. He stressed on the special 

initiative undertaken by the Regional Centre for  the empowerment of the disadvantaged by establishing 8 Special Study 

centres for jail inmates, organizing awareness cum admission drives for SC/ST learners, women learners and learners from 

the minority communities.  He also spoke about the  extension and outreach activities like cleanliness drives, awareness 

camps on cleanliness and health, and hygiene, One student One Tree Programme. Then he  briefed the audience about the  

one Day Seminar on Digitization: The Future Job Prospect  organized by the Regional Centre in collaboration with NIIT Patna, 

a one Day Orientation Programme for Newly Empaneled Academic Counsellors and a Grievance Camp to address the long-

pending grievances of the learners. He highlighted record increase of 58.6%  in enrollment in the Regional Centre in the July 

2019 cycle and hoped that  the increase would be more than 50% in the January 2020 cycle.  At the end of his report, he 

pointed out that ther total number of recipients of degrees as well as the number of gold-medalists from the region was  on 

the rise. He congratulated the Gold Medalists of the region for having brought fame to the Regional Centre with their 

achievements.  

 
Ms. Sidhi Shrivastava and Sh. Shantanu Singh of Regional Centre, Patna received Gold Medals in BCA and PGDEMA 
Programme respectively. Ms. Shrivastava received the Gold Medal at the headquarters whereas Mr. Singh was 
facilitated at the Regional Function in Patna. The Regional Centre also felicitated Mr. Binay Kumar an eighty four year 
old Ph.D student for his commitment to life long learning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Gold Medalists, Our Pride  

 

 



 

 

Celebration of Matribhasha Divas  
The staff of the Regional Centre celebrated the Matribhasha Divas on 21.02.2020 to promote the use of mother tongue in 

personal and professional life. Dr Shalini, ARD and Regional Director(I/C) encouraged all the members of staff to use mother 

tongue for all kinds of communication in personal and professional life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


