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Editorial

The New Year 2021 brought with  it a great news for the IGNOU fraternity.
The University has become the first open university in the country to have
bene awarded with A++ Grade by the National Assessment and

Accreditation Council (NAAC) in recognition of its  service rendered to the nation.
The university authorities  led by the dynamic leadership of our honourable Vice
Chancellor Prof Nageshwar Rao have congratulated the IGNOU fraternity, the
part time functionaries  at the LSCs, the learners and all stakeholders for this
historic success. This success of the university has boosted the morale of the
fraternity and has spurred them to give their best for the growth of the university.

In  the teeth of the threat of the pandemic, the university has been conducting the Term End Examinations for
the learners since 8th February 2021 in nearly 1000 examination centres across the country.  Results of the
examinations are being declared simultaneously on a day to day basis so that learners  who complete the
leftover courses are able to get their  Grade Cards and Provisional certificates  and use them for advancement
in their careers and enhance their employability.

New programmes like  Certificate in Mobile Application Development(CMDA), Post Graduate Certificate in
Industrial Safety(PGCINDS) , Diploma in Theatre Arts(DTH)  and  PG Diploma in Corporate Social Responsibility
(PGDCSR) have been newly launched to cater to the needs of different categories of learners. The programmes
PGDCSR and PGCINDS  can be particularly useful in strengthening the industry-academia linkage. As the
programme DTH has been activated in the Regional Centre itself, it will definitely create opportunity for the
aspirants working in the field of theatre arts to enhance their qualifications.  The Regional Centre has plans to
activate all the newly launched programmes  by the end of this academic cycle so that learners of this region
are not required to go outside to pursue these prorgammes.

Regional Centre, Patna  because of the commitment of its dedicated staff and quality of support services had
record enrollment of  63510 in 2020, with an increase of 22.56 over and above last year’s enrolment. Over the
last year the Regional Centre has conducted 1500 online counselling sessions and has got more than 1 lakh
assignment responses evaluated.  Under aegis of the  Innovation Club, the Regional Centre in collaboration
with IGNOU Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC)of National Centre for Innovations in Distance Education(NCIDE)
organized an Orientation Sessions on Writing Case Studies and Reports on Innovations Around Us and
Innovations and Entrepreneurship by the Innovation Ambassadors. The Regional Centre  is going to organize
a National Conference on ICT Interventions in Student Support Services: Prospects and Challenges in
collaboration with Patna Women’s College, Patna.  A series of such academic activities  have been planned to
involve the academic fraternity in the region in making the Regional Centre academically vibrant.

Happy reading!

Abhilash Nayak
Regional Director
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Virtual Classroom Decorum
A virtual  classroom by definition  is  an online  learning environment  that allows
teachers and students or participants to communicate, interact, collaborate, explain
and exchange ideas. Information is often disseminated through voice or video
conferencing with several participants and instructors connected to the same chat
interface. Virtual class rooms have an edge over conventional class rooms as they
can be recorded and played back verbatim by the learners, something not possible
in a regular class. This article serves the sole purpose of helping the students so that
they learn better and avoid any embarrassing situation or a virtual mishap.
Following are a few tips to make the online learning environment more engaging,
interactive and useful:
1. Maintain Punctuality 
It is important for students to be present at least 5 minutes early for their online live sessions  in order to
check their connections and make  sure  that everything is working flawlessly. With this new virtual classroom
set up, it is possible that the teaching time may differ depending on the difficulties experienced during the
lectures given the online setting. Hence, it is advisable to be on time for the meetings. 
2.Wear Proper Attire
To maintain a sense of seriousness and professionalism, students must dress appropriately for the online
sessions. Learning from the comfort of their homes students may be tempted to wear their comfortable
house clothing which can make them look unpresentable and can be deemed unprofessional for others. Students
are expected to dress in  clean, modest and presentable manner to avoid any unnecessary distractions.
3. Set up in a Professional Space
All online teaching platforms offer participants the choice to keep their video output on or off. However, based
on the situation, a student may be required to switch their video on. During such times, it is important that
their background is not distracting in nature and does not cause any added disturbances. Accordingly, it is
advisable for students to set up in a professional yet comfortable setting. A proper setting will also help
students focus on the lectures as opposed to being inattentive. In cases where a proper space is not available,
students are encouraged to use one of the many professional backgrounds that the applications offer.
4.Mute yourself if you experience unavoidable background noise
It is also desirable that the students keep their microphones on mute to avoid disturbing the entire class
through the background noises. They can either use the chat functionality to put their questions or respond
as and when asked by the teacher or find a quiet place. Given the house setting, it is better that the students
keep themselves on mute to avoid any embarrassing situation.
5.Sit with proper stationery
It is important that the students be prepared to take down notes during the lecture and any other information
provided by the teacher. Therefore, one should make sure that they have proper stationery items before
sitting down to attend the lecture sessions.
6.Don’t dominate the discussion
For some students the reticence of others and their natural talkativeness may lead them to participate too
much. In this case these students should adopt some strategy to make sure that they are giving others a
chance to discuss, who may need more of a pause in between comments. At the same time,  students should
refrain from asking or saying unnecessary, off topic and irrelevant things during the online lecture.
7. Apologize for any fortuitous breech of etiquette 
We all know “To err is human”. Mistakes are bound to happen when there human participants. Given the
present situation and unfamiliar online setting, mistakes are even more likely to happen. In case the student
breaches  one of the etiquette guidelines knowingly or unknowingly,  it is again advisable that they rectify
their mistakes and apologise to the teacher and their classmates. Apologizing not only displays one’s respect
towards the teacher and the other participants present but it also establishes that you are aware of the
problem and not oblivious to it.
Finally, it may be concluded that with taking these guidelines into consideration and being alert during online
lectures students can avoid facing any sort of hassle or embarrassment during the lecture, thus making online
learning a comfortable, interactive  and enriching process.
Dr. Shalini
ARD



Page - 4

Activities, Achievements and Initiatives of the University

NAAC Peer Team at IGNOU
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Sharing of Report by NAAC peer team with Honorable  Vice Chancellor Prof Nageshwar Rao

Interaction with Regional Centre
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FB Live "Online Workshop B.Ed. 1st Year"
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Online Orientation Lecture on Equal Opportunities for faculty members of IGNOU

Equal Opportunity Cell, IGNOU organized an online
orientation lecture for the IGNOU faculty members at
Headquarters and Regional Centres on 22nd January,

2021. The lecture was delivered by Mrs. Nandita Baruah,
Head and CEO of The Asia Foundation (TAF). Prof. Nageshwar
Rao, V ice-Chancellor also graced the occasion with his
presence.

Dr. Hemlata, Convener, EOC welcomed the main speaker of
the orientation programme, Mrs. Nandita Baruah, Head and

CEO of The Asia Foundation (TAF) and other participants.
She also thanked the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Nageshwar Rao
for supporting the initiative ensuring equal opportunities
for everyone.

Prof. Bharat Bhushan, Chairman, EOC outlined the functions
of EOC and also spoke about the initiatives taken by the
university to be inclusive to all the learners irrespective of
their gender, caste, physical abilities etc.,

Delivering the lecture Mrs. Nandita Baruah, Head and CEO
of The Asia Foundation (TAF) said presenting on “Diversity
Inclusion and Equity” that we need to be empathetic and
not necessarily sympathetic to someone with different

abilities than us. Trust and empathy are very important for
equal opportunities, she added. She also discussed the
definitions of terms like Gender Equity, Gender Equality,
Social Inclusion etc., in the context of Diversity Inclusion
and Equity.

Prof. Nageshwar Rao, reiterated the university’s
commitment of providing higher education to all  the
sections of the society. He also highlighted the unique
pedagogy of the ODL system pioneered by IGNOU which is

best suited for people with different abilities. While
congratulating the speaker Mrs. Nandita Baruah, TAF, he said
that the insight shared would help us formulate the policies
towards the disadvantageous sections including Persons
with Disabilities, and also bring Gender Equity etc.
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities

Webinar on "Eliminating Gender Based Violence"
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Renewal of the MoA with ICA, Nepal and NIT, Nepal
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The following two Overseas Study Centres of IGNOU
located in Nepal have renewed their MoA with IGNOU
1. International Centre for Academics P. Ltd. 2. Nepal

Information Technology Pvt. Ltd.

The MoA was signed by the Registrar (Admn.), IGNOU on
behalf of the University and by Mr. Biswajit Mukherjee,

Managing Director, International Centre for Academics P.
Ltd., Nepal for International Centre for Academics P. Ltd.
(OSC 9602) and by Ms. Anita Kasaju Shrestha, Director, Nepal
Information Technology Pvt. Ltd. for Nepal Information
Technology Pvt. Ltd. (OSC 9604). The MoAs were signed in
the presence of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, IGNOU.
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MoU Signing of IGNOU and IEPFA

MoU was signed in presence of Sh. Gaurav Gupta, DGM IEPFA, Sh. Manoj Pandey, CEO & JS, MCA, Prof. Nageshwar Rao, Vice
Chancellor, IGNOU, Res. Sh. Rajesh Verma , Sh. Navneet Chouhan, GM, IEPFA, Prof. Satyakam, Pro Vice Chancellor, IGNOU,
Registrar, IGNOU, Dr. Srikant Mohapatra, Director, EMPC and Ms. Uma I Rawla, Media Advisor.
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Renewal of INEP IGNOU - Navy Education Project
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MoU Signing Ceremony
happened in the presence
of Commodore Manoj
Kumar Singh, Lt.
Commodore Priyanka
Dhull, Prof. Nageshwar Rao,
V ice Chancellor, IGNOU,
Prof. Satyakam, Pro V ice
Chancellor, Dr. M.
Shanmugam, Director, RSD,
Dr. Srikant Mohapatra,
Director, EMPC and
Registrar, SRD



Page - 16

Activities, Achievements and Initiatives of the Regional Centre
and Learner Support Centres

Celebration of Republic Day



Page - 17Volume - III,  Issue - 2

Online Workshop B.Ed. 1st Year
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Glimpses of Online Academic Counselling Sessions
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Distribution of Self Learning Materials through a Special Camp
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IGNOU Institution's Innovation Council
Writing Case Studies and Reports on Innovations Around Us
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Press Meet on 15-02-2021
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Orientation Session on Innovation and Entrepreneurship by Innovation Ambassadors


